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41.  King Giutasp next asks Z. to pray for information
as to the king's future position in the other world, also that
he  may  become  invulnerable,  omniscient  as   to  worldly
affairs, and immortal;  but Z. tells him that he must be
satisfied with the first wish for himself, and the remaining
three for other persons.    The next day, while the king is
sitting in court with Z. present, horsemen arrive., who  are
the archangels Bahman and Ardabahi^t, with the spirits of
the Khurdad and Giuasp fires.    They are sent to testify
the truth of Z.'s mission, and to urge the king to accept the
religion;   this he does, and they then depart;   when   Z.
informs the king that his four wishes will be granted, as he
will soon see.    For some of these details see Dk. VII, iv,

74-82.

42.  Zartiut then performs the Damn ceremony, having
provided wine, perfume, milk, and a pomegranate.    After
reciting prayers from the Avesta, he gives the wine to the
king to drink, who then falls into a trance and sees his own
future position  in heaven, and those of others.    His son
Peshotan receives the  milk which   makes him immortal.
The perfume, or incense,, is given to (Jamasp who obtains
knowledge   of   all   events   till    the   resurrection.      And
Isfendyar, the warlike son of Gustasp, eats one grain of the
pomegranate   and   becomes   invulnerable.    The   Pahlavi
versions are silent about the king's four wishes and their
fulfilment, except such hints as may be conveyed in Dk.
VII, iv, 84-86.    Afterwards, Z. reads the Avesta to the
king and comments  upon It;   concluding with praises of
the creator.

43.  To this  narrative   Zartost   Bahrain  adds a further
episode of Z. asking for immortality, at the time when he
went with Bahman to confer with the creator.    His request
is refused, but the creator gives him a drop of liquid  to
drink, like honey, and he sees everything in both worlds,
as in a vision.    When he wakes up, he relates what he saw
in heaven and hell; and also describes a tree with seven
branches of gold,   silver, copper,   brass, lead,  steel,  and
mixed iron, respectively, overshadowing the world.    The
creator explains that these seven branches represent seven